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Church of S. Nicholas, Lockington 
By Albert Herbert, F.S.A. 

A few copies of the plan of the church of S. Nicholas at Lockington 
were distributed to members who attended the excursion to Loughborough 
and this church on 9th July, 1947, and it was later decided by the Publi
cations Committee to reproduce this record in the current issue of our 
Transactions. 

The church, probably one of the most neglected in the whole Diocese, 
is happily now having some attention and being re-conditioned with such 
help, financial and other, as has become available. 

There is, admittedly, always this to be said in the case of a church 
which has had practically no restoration (the term used in its broadest 
sense) that many items and features present themselves in their pristine 
condition, and that many which might have been ruthlessly swept away 
exhibit the original tooling and technique, the personal touch, which gives 
to all old work individual character and charm. Here, such treatment has 
not been indulged in or the ancient remains mutilated to render the interior 
devoid of that attraction which should always be met with. It is true 
that in the case of Lockington the chancel received a certain amount of 
structural attention during the last ~entury, but little has been done beyond 
this, since the present church was built. 

Two years ago the south porch was literally "parting company" with 
the adjacent aisle, and this porch has been entirely taken down and re
built in a conservative manner after the foundations had been strengthened. 
Other minor repairs have been carried out under a prepared schedule 
which embraces stonework, glazing, and lead and timber roofing. Publi
city in the press and elsewhere of the urgent needs confronting the vicar 
and churchwardens, has been instrumental in calling attention to the 
dilapidated state, and indicating what is at stake. 

The Vicar, the Reverend A. T. Hammond, M.A., has laudably not 
hesitated to carry out with his own hands laborious work, even in the 
matter of the pavings, to secure a semblance of decency. 

Some notes taken from the writer's address are as under: -

Records show that the first possessor of note here was Robert Bossu, 
Earl of Leicester. He gave the manor and advowson to the abbot of S. 
Mary de Pratis. At the Dissolution they were, granted to Humphrey 
Brown. In the year 1576, John Tufton sold them to William B;iin
brigge, from whose family they passed to the Reverend Philip Storey in 
1795. 

As we see it to-day, the church grew from west to east; the tower 
arch, despite the caps (which by the the way appear to have been inserted 
later) is of 13th century date. The present capitals seemingly were 
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inserte.d when the present tower was re-faced and raised in height in 
the 15th century. Generally speaking, the whole of the remainder of the 
fabric is early 14th century work. It is quite true that many of the 
architectural details are not well defined and do not naturally fall into well 
known types. To take the window details and tracery for instance, while 
we know chronologically where to place the reticulated tracery, "forking" 
tracery is .more elusive, for it is the most persistent of any type. 

• The church, largely built of Worthington stone, consists, as will be 
seen from the plan, of nave, chancel, north and south aisles and western 
tower. Among the many items worthy of note is the alabaster marble 
effigy, set on a high table tomb in the south chapel, of Lady Elizabeth 
Ferrers of Chartley-delightfully refined in its detail-see figure 4. 

The series of alabaster floor slabs at Gaddesby are well known, but 
these at Lockington are well up to the standard of excellence; others may 
come to light if the box pews are removed. 

The chancel screen . with six arched openings filled in with rich 
tracery has undergone alterations and disfigurement in Jacobean times. 
The parclose is probably rather later than the screen. · 

The Royal Arms, in plaster relief and coloured, are those. of Queen 
Anne; but the tympanum with its theatrical curtains on each side has an 
overpowering effect. Lockington is by no means the only possessor of a 
tympanum. Ellingham has one-temp. Elizabeth, also Baddeley 
(Cheshire) c. 1663. 

The eighteenth century three-decker pulpit remains intact, but in the 
opinion of some, seriously blocks the view of the altar froµi the nave; but 
on the other hand it is claimed that this might be preserved as a relic of 
what must have been ·a common feature in many churches. 

There are vigorously carved 15th century bench ends, some twelve 
in all, as shown on the accompanying plan. 

The remains of what appears to have been originally intended for a 
stone seat extends for some distance inside the south wall. 

Some important discoveries have already been made during the 
progress of the work. Two pre-conquest stones with interlacing ornament 
-poss:bly remains of a cross shaft-were found below the surface during 
the recent excavations. These have been incorporated in the interior of 
the south wall ot'the porch. 

A series of 12th century voussoirs had also been buried, and these have 
been brought to light. It is intended to set these up inside the tower to give 
additional proof of the existence of the earlier church on the site-which 
has entirely vanished-the scope and extent of which are a matter for 
conjecture at present. These voussoirs, it may be assumed, belonged to 
the south door of an aisleless nave, and the 12th century doorway, with 
its shafted jambs, incorporated in the 14th century north wall, has 
obviously been another entrance to the earlier church. 

During the removal and repair of certain portions of the window 
glazing, the opportunity has been taken of examining and making notes 
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of the desigp. embodied in the fragments of ancient painted glass, some of 
which are illustrated in figures marked 2 and 3. 

A field might be opened up in this direction, for there are many church 
windows in the county containing medieval glasS-Often re-leaded without 
due regard to their true composition, and the Society would do useful 
service by producing a corpus of such remains, although this would 
admittedly entail much intensive work and study. 

There is always a question as to how far to go in these matters of 
repair and restoration. It is all very well to speak of things being nobler 
in their ruin, as John Ruskin declaims, but churches specially need 
to be kept usable and seemly for worship. Roofs, walls and floors require 
periodical attention, and replacements are essential. One need not trouble 
overmuch about mystifying posterity; or hesitate to insert a few new 
stones where necessary. The important thing is to retain the tra
dition-of which Lowell so rightly remarked-there is only one thing 
better than tradition and that is the original and eternal life out of which 
all tradition takes its rise. 

F\C. 2. 

IFOOT. 5(,llNS: _ _ _ __ - - -

A.H. 194,7: 

The fragments of glass shewn in Figure 2 are obviously portions of a Trinity. 
The fingers above the wood beam on the sinister side, belong to the Father, 
the remainder of whose figure, together with the dove, is missing and not 
amorig other tesserae at Lockington so far as can be ascertained. 

The details have been discussed with Miss V. M. Whall who refers to 
the rarity of this subject in glass-although there are known to be twelve 
examples existing in the medieval churches at York. 

Those interested might compare the design with illustrations of the 
famous painting by Albrecht Diirer, the original of which is in Vienna. 

A. H. 
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OLD HOUSE, KNIGHTTHORPE 



Knightthorpe 

On the opposite page is an illustration of the old house at Knight
thorpe, near Loughborough, which, with its attractive surroundings, is 
included in the area of an extensive building scheme proposed by the 
Borough Council of Loughborough. 

Members of the Society will be very glad to know that the Borough 
Council have expressed themselves as anxious to co-operate in maintaining 
the picturesque character of this particular part of the area, and that they 
propose to lay it out in such a way as to ensure that this will p.appen. 

Mr. Albert Herbert, in his capacity as a member of the Committee, 
attended the Ministry of Health Enquiry in the summer of this past year, 
and though he was not personally called to give evidence he had an oppor
tunity of making representations, on behalf of the Society, to several of 
those who were engaged prpfessionally in the enquiry. 

On page 906 of the West Goscote volume of Nichols's History of 
Leicestershire, some details are given of the manor of Knightthorpe. 

The Society is much indebted to Mr. Herbert for the trouble which 
he took on the occasion of the enquiry on behalf of the future of this 
interesting area. 

R. E. M. 




